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The EC haracter of y homas Merhes, Biſhop of 
Carlijle, out of Biſhop Godwin s Commentas- . 
ries of the Biſhops of England, Part 2. pag. 
149. Togcther with his Speech 1n the laſt 
Parhament of King Richard II. Anno 1399. 
as 1t 1s recorded by Sir 7ohn Hayward, 1n the 
firſt Part of the Liftc and Reign of K. Hen- 
ry IV. pag. 101. Printed at London by fohr 
Welf, Anno 1599. 


The CHARACTER, 


Homas Merkes, a Monk of Wetminſter, was made Biſhup of 
Carliſle by the Pope, at the Requeſt of King Richard 11. And 
0 1397. againſt the liking of the Chapter, and conjecrated 

the ſame Year , 31790 veing entred upon his Charge, ſhewed hin- 
ſelf not unworthy of his Oſſice : Fur beſides that he is commended for his 
Learning, and his no [mall Prudence, he 7s celebrated, and that not un- 
deſerwedly ; in the fir? place for his ſingular Faith and Cinſtancy towards 
bz Patrcn K. Richard ; as lik-wiſe for his famor:ss Magnanimity, that 
withont any Fear he volaty profeſſed his Loyalty, not without great and 
manifeſt Danger, when he might honeſty have beld his peace, and ought 
zo have done ſs, if he had regarded cnely his cavn (atety. 

There were ſome of the Neobles 2who did nat deſcrt the Canſe of that un- 
fortunate Prince, till he was Prijcner to his Rival, Henry Duke of Lan- 
caſter. But this Prelate deſpiſing the danger that hung over himſelf, 
.2ywould not deſert the King, even when he had ſome while before deſerted 
himſelf; bus durii manfully defend the King ang his Cauſe, when he had 
loſt his Power and Intercſ?, and when he certainly might conc/ude, that no 
ſort of Benefit could redeimd to the King, but Rume might befall himſelf 
thereby. 

At that wery time hen the mad multitude, ahways exceſſive in their 
Paſſions, nat content to have depoſed King Richard , and placed _— 
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ef Lancaſter (their Darling) in his Throne, but ih their Clamours ſee- 
med ts extort (from the Parizament, that they might «cal yet more ſewcre- 
ly with the King, and there were nyt wanting [ome in the Parliament 
zt ſelf, who caſt out dark and ambiguous S peeches of putting him to death ; 
this Biſhop then was not affraid to pronjunce , That there 2were none there 
preſent, who had right to proceed to Fudgment againſt the King, whim 
as their lawfull Prince they had obeyed rwenty two Nears. 


Some few Heads of this Speech being onely related by Biſhop 
Godwin, the wile is therefore, without any alteration, (Spelling 
excepted) here printed from Sr. John Hayward's Book. 

When the Inheritince of the Crown was ſettled on IK. Henry, and 
his Line, it was moved in Parhamz-nt, what trould be done with 
King Richard? In anſwer to winch the Biihop of Carlfle de ciared 
as foliowetn. 


The SPEECH. 


lis Queſtion (Tight honourable Lords) concerneth a mar- 

rer of great coniequerice and Weight ; the dit rmi- 
ning whereof will atluredly procure either fafe Quier , 
or dangerous Ditturbanc , both to our particuiar Con. 
ſciences, and aily to. the common State: Iherefore before you 
efolve upon it, I pray you call to vour conſiderations theſe two 
things: Firſt, Whether Ring Recbard be ſuificiently depoſed or no. 
Secordiy, Whether King Heary be with good Juitice or Judgment 
choſen mm his place, For the fuſt point, we are firſt to examine, 
Whether a King, being lawfuily and fully inftitaced by any juit 
Titie, miy 1pon impntation cither of Negligence, or of I'yranny, 
be depoicd by his Subjects. Secondlv, What King Rzchard hath 
omicted in the one, or committed in the other, for which he ſhould 
delerve fo heavy Judgment. I will not ſpzak what may be done 
n a popular State, or in a conſular ; 11 which although one bea- 
reth the name and hor.our of a Prince, yet he hath not ſupreme 
power of Majelty ; but in the one the Peopic have the igheit Em- 
pire, in the other the Nobility and chief Men of Eſtate; in neither 
the Prince. Of the firſt ſort was the Commonwealth of the Lace- 
Gemmianns, Who after the Form of Government whici Lycurgees fra- 
med, oftentimes fined, oftentimes fetrered their Kings, and {ome- 
times condemned them to death. Such were allo in Ce/ar's time 
tie petty Kings of every City in France, who were many times ar- 
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raigned upon Life and Death, and (as Ambicrix, Prince of the Le- 
odienſes, confeſſed) had no gricater Power over the People, than 
the People had over them. Of the ſecond condition were LE Ro- 
man Emperours at the firſt; of whom ſome, namely, Nero and 
Ma:ziminus, were openly cond: mned; others were fudden!y fur- 
prized by Judgment ard Authotity of the Senate: and (uct are 
now the Emperours of Germany, whom the other Princes, by their 
Ariftocratical Power, do not only reltrain, but ſometimes aio re- 
move trom their imperial State. Such are alſo the Rings of Der. 
mark ard Sweveland, Win are many times by the Nobility d.ject- 

ed), either into Priſon or Exiles. Such likewiſe are the Dikes of 
Venice, and of ſome other iro States im Tay; ard the Cilctelt Caule 
for which Lews Earl of onde was lateiy expelicd from ts piace, 

was for drawing to un'en COL In mateers Of Life ard Dzath, 
which high Power Never Pertained to his Digiity. 

In tele and fc like Governments, the Prince hath not reg il 
Rights, but is bimſeit fibjoQt to that Power Winch 18 greater than 
his, whether it be in th- Nobility, or in the common Peop!e, Bute 
if tlie SOVeretgN Maj eity be in the Prince, as it was in the three 
firt Empires, ard in tl.e Kingdorns of Yud.ea : 2pd Iſrael, and now 
t3 in the IK zdoms cf Enzla: ad, France, Spain, NY 5 =) Meoſcowin, 
Turkey, Tartaria, Perſia, E: biep: 2, and almoit all the Kin gdJoms of 
Aſia and Alvick ; akbor oh for his V:ces he bs unprofitable to the 
Subjects, Yea hurtful, yea intolerable; yer can they lawfully nei- 
ther harm his Perſon, nor Iizard his Power, whether by Judg- 
ment, or eJie by Force : for neither one nor all Magiitrates have 
any authority over the Prince, from whom all Avtority is derived, 
and whoſe onely Preſence doth filence ard linfprd all inferiour 
Juriſdiction and Power, As for Force, what Subject can attempr, 
or afſiit, or counſe}, or conceal Violence agairit his Prince, and 
not incurr the high and h« in: 1s Crime of Treaſon? 

It is a common Saying, Thos; zs free: Free indeed from punifh- 
ment of ſ:evlar Laws, EXCL pt 'by \ ord or Deed it break forth in- 
to Action. Yet the ſecret Thoughts againſt the Cacred Majeſty of 
a Prince, without attempt, Witho!t endcavour, have been ad- 
judged worthy of death; and fome who in auricular Confeſlion 
have diſcovered their treacherous Devices aziimſt the Perſon of 


their Prince, have afterwards been ex*cttead for che ſame. All 


Laws do exempt a Mad-man from pun'fhmenr, becaute their AC- 
tions are not governed by their Will and Purpoſe: and the Will 
of Man being ſet aſide, all his doings arc inditterent ; neither can 


the Body offend without a Corrupt or EFVONcons Mind ; yer if a 
A 2 Mad- 
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Mad-man draw his Sword upon his King, it hath heen adjudged 


to deſerve death, And leſt ary man ſhould ſurmiſe that Princes, 
for the maintenance of their own Safety and Sovereigmy, are the 
onely Authours of theſe Judgments, let us a little contider the Pat- 
terns and Precepts of holy Scripture. INebuchadne%2tar, King of 
Aſſjria, watted all Palefine with Fire and Sword, oppugned Jeru- 


falem a 1ong num: ” and ar laſt expugned it, ſlew the King, burnt 


the Temple, took away the hoiy Velle!s and Treaſure; the reſt 


he permitted to the Cruelty and Spot! of his anmercifull Soldiers, 
who dc<filed all piaces with Rape and Slaughter, and ruinatcd to 


the ground taat flouriſhing City : 


Afrcr the glut of this blondy 


Butchery, the Pope which remained he led ca ptive into Coaides, 

and there erected his goiden Image, and commanded that they 

which refuſed to worſhip it, ſhould be caſt into a fiery Fornaco. 
What Cruelty, what InjnRice, what Impiery 1s comparable to 


and Baruch did wr; 


Fz-k. 12, Davs of Heaven : 


13, Difloyalty of Zedechiah, 


9. this ? And yer God calleth Mebuchadneztar his Servant, and promi- 
7 


' ſeth him Hire and Wages for his S-rvice: And the Prop'tcts Zerem. ah 
2 unto th? Fes, to pray for the Life of him, 


and of Ba'rha{ar lus Son, chat my r Days might be upon Earth as the 
And Ezzenicl, With bitter terms, abhorred th 


becauſe he revoitzd from Nd etar, 


whoſe Homager and Tributary he was. What ſhall we lay of S2u/? 
Did he nor pur all che Prieſts co Execution, becauſe one of them did 
relieve holy and harmleſs David ? Did he not violently perſ-cure 
that his moſt faithful Servant, and dutiful Son in Law? During 
which Purſuit, he F211] ewice into the power of David ; wio did nat 
only ſpare, but alſo protect the King, and reprove the Pretorian 
S9.diers for ot negligent Watch, and was touched 1n Heart for 


Cutting away the lap of his Garment ; and afrerw.rds, 


So did Domitian pit to doatlh Ey4- 
Fhroditus, Nerc's Libe: tind becaute 


* he helped N-ro (although in love) to 
Kill himfelt, So did Severws Kill all 
the killers of Perrimax, his Predeccl- 


four: and hikewiſ- 17:etlus cid put to 
death all the M itherers of G.lba. 

Theoportus, E MP ervur of Grecr, Cau- 
ſed ail thoſe to be (lin who had made 
his Father Emperour by killing Leo 
Armenius. And Alexaider the Great 
put to cruel Execut.on thoſe that 
had flin Dirt, his mighty and 


mortal Enemy, 


Cca'tiſed th? 
Meſienger to be flim, who upon Requeſt, 

and for Pity, had lent his Hand (as he fd) 
to help forward the Volyneary death of 
that ſacred King. As for the contrary Ex- 
amples, as that of Febu, who fiI>w Feho- 

ram and Ahazia, Rings of 15 ae! and Fudah, 

they were done by expreſs Oracle and Re- 
velation from God, and are no more ſet 
down for our Imitation, than the robbing 
of the Egyptians, or any other particular 
anJ privileged Commandment, bit in the 
general Precepr, Which all men mult ordi- 


narily follow, not onely our Actions, but 
our 


Ss 


IS 


onr Sp-eches alfo, and our very Thoughts, are ſtrictly charged 


with Duty and Obedience unto Princes, whether they be good or 
evil, The Law of God ordaineth, that he which doth preſurptuon{ly Þ 
againſt the Ruler of the People, ſhall tie ; and the Prophet Dawed tor 
biddeth to touch the Lord's Anointed. Thou ſhalt not (fairh tie Lor d ) 
rail upow the Fudges, neither ſpeak evil againſt the Ruler of the Pecp'e. 
And the Apoſtles do demand further, that even our Thonghts and 
Souls be obedient to the higher Powers : And, leſt any ſhoutd 1m; 
gine that they meant of good Princes only, they ſpeak gener: ly wr 
all; and further to take away all doubt, they make expreſs men 
tion of the Evil, for the Power and Authority of wicked Princ-s 1s 
the Ordinance of God : And therefore Curitt told Pilate, that the 
Power which he had, was given him from above : And the Pro 
phet Eſay calleth Cyrws, being a prophane and heathen Prince, the 
L :rd's Anointed. For God fiirretli up the Spirit even of Wickcd 
Princes, to do his Will; and (as Fehsſpaphat ſaid to his Rulers) thc y 
ex-cute not the Jndgment of Man, but of the Lord ; in regard 
whereof, Datid ca!leth chem Gods, becauſe they have their Rule 
and Authority immediately from God ; which it they abuie, they 
are not to be adjudged by _ Subjects, for no Power within their 
Dominion 1s: ſups rior fo their ut God reſerveth them to tie (o- 
reſt Trial : Hurrivly and [eddenty (lair the Wife Man) will the Lord 7 
appear unto them, $a an herd A 7! rent! ſpall they have. 
The Law of Ged command eh, that the Chitd thow'd be por-to 
death for any Contumely done unto the Parents : Pur what of the 
Father be a Robber, if a Murthercr, » ior 21] Execis of Villanics, 
odious and « xecrable both to Ged any Man ? Surely he deferveih 
the higheſt degree of Puniſhment, and yet muſt nor the Son lift vp 
his Hand againlit him; for no Ottence 1s fo great, as to be prniſhed 
by Parricide. : 


Bnt our Country 1s d-arer to us than our Pare (E. 
and the Prince 18 Pater patriz, the Fathcr of our Cotintry ; ant! there 


fore more ſacred and dear unto us then our Parents by 1 Nature, as dc 


myſt not be viofated, how imperious, how 1mplous {5 ver bc 

Doth he command, or demand, our Perſons, or our Piir{c+ ? bis | 

muſt nor ſhun for rhe one, or ſhrink for the orker; for ( Nike. 
SY 


their Subjefts, at their pleaſure. 
are Contrary to tie Laws of God? We mutt ne ITHCT WO iy OBLY, 
nor violently refiſt ; but with a contt int Conruge {ubmic ovy {ilves 
to all manner of Puniſhm: nt, ard ſhew our Sibjedtion b 3 "ENUEE Rs] 
and not pertorming. Yea, the Chitrch hart: ectartd Þ to by un 


Hereſie, to hoid, that d Prince may be flain or depots vy br Sul at 
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jets; for any Diſorder or Default, either in Life, or e'ſe in Govern- 
menr, there wil: be Fauits fo Jong as tiicre are Men : And as we 
endire with patience a barren Year, if it happen, and unſeaſonable 
Weather, and ſuch other DefeCts of Nature; ſo muit w2 tolerate 
t: e lmpertettions of Rulers, and quietly expect either Reformation, 
or elſz a Change. 

Brit alas, good Ring Richard ! What ſuch Cruelty, what ſuch Im- 
pi ty hath he ever con;mitted ? Examine rigttly thoſe Imputrations 
tht are laif againſt him, without any falſe Circumitance of Aggra- 

Va 10%, and you ſhail find nothing objeCted, either of any truth, or 
of great moment. It may be that many Errors and Overlights have 
eſcaped him, yer none fo grievous to be termed Tyranny ; as pro- 
Ce-ding rather from urexpeil-ncud Ignorance, or corrupt Council, 
tran fromany natural and wilfu! Malice. On, kowhall che World 
Þe peſterd wy 1yrants, if Subjects may rebel upon every pretence 
ef Tvianny ? How many good Princes ſhall daily be ſap, Mreiled by 
_ by whom they 01 1oht to be ſupported? If they levy a Subltdy, 

r any other Taxation, itthall be claimed Oppreſlton : If they pur 
any to death for traizerous Attempts againlt their Perſons, 1t ſhall 
be exc aimed Crueity,: If they do any thing againit the Luit and 
L'kins 07 the Eb le, it ſhall be proclaimed Tyranny. 


Pur er it! gs that without Authority in ns, or Deſert in him, Rinz 


Richard mi t e depoſed ; yet what Right had the Duke of Lanca- 


fer to the Crown, or Wiat reafon have we, withour his Right, to 
give It to him ? I he make Title as Heir unto King Richard, then 
mutt he yet ſtay unty King Richard's death ; for no Man can ſucceed 
a5 Beir fo one that liveth. Burt it is well known to all Men, who 
are not cither wiltully blind, or groſly ignorant, that there are ſome 
now ah e, lincally de ſcended from Lionel Duke of Clarence, whoſe 
Cit Poop! was, by Tudgment of the high Court of Pariiament, ho- 
th-- 8:h Year of the Reign of King Richard, declared next Succeſſor 
(1 the Crown, in caſe King Richard thould die without I{ſne. Con- 
Cc 11g the litle from Edmend Crouchoack, 1 will pals it over, ſeeing 


i1 I: 


th- Anrhors thereof are become aſhamed of {o abſurd Abuſe, both 


Of thr OWN Knowledge, and our Credulity . and therefore all the 


C21 18 NOW made, by R! ght of Conquelt, by the Ceſiion and Grant 
OL Runs ' R; a aad by the general Conſent of all the People. It 


is a bad v.09! !, that can take no Colour : But what Conquelt can a 


Sulyect pretend againit his Sovereign, Where the War is Inſ{urrection, 
ard the Victory high and hetgnous Treaſon ? As for the Reſignation 
vhici RINg Richard made , being a pent Priſoner for the ſam? caufe, 


it is an Act "cxacted by force, and theretore of no force and validity 
co 
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to bind him ; and ſeeing that, by the Laws of this Land, the | King - 


by 


alone cannot alienate the #ncient Jewels and Ornaments p'riain! 
to the Crown, ſurely he cannot give away the Crown it {<!r, «. nd 
therewithal the Kingdom. 
Neither have we any Cultom, that the Peopte at pl-afiire ſhon'd 
elect their King ; ; bur they are always bound unto hm who, by 
Right of Blood, is right Succeſſor ; much leſs\can they conhem and 
make good that Title, which 1s before by Violence uſurped ; for 
nothing can then be freely done, when Liberty is once r-itrain-« 
by Fear. So did Scilla, by terrour of his Legions, obtain the Law 
99 /:]1e;a to be made, whereby he was created Dictator for fovr- 
ſcore Years: And by like impreſſion of Fear, Cz/ar cauſed the Law 


ater to be promulged, by which he was made perpetual Dicta- 


- but both theſe Laws were afterward adjidged voul. As for 
ts depoſing of King Edward II, it is no more to be urved, than 
the poiſoning of King Fobn, or the murtherirg of any other goed 
and lawful Prince ; we muſt live according to Laws, ard rot to 
Examples ; and yet the Ringdom was not then taken from the Jw- 
fu! Succelior. Bur if we look back to Times late:y PR, we {hail 
find theſe Titles were more ſ{trorg in 11 £ Stepnen, than thevarein 

Ee Bal 


the Duke of Lancaſter ; for King Horry | being at lirge lh: ry 

neither reſtrained in Podv, nor COntirained 11nd, tay aproin- 
ted him to ſucceed, (as it wos, upon good Credit, Corramnm'y i fhr- 
med : ) The People aflented ro this D-tigrment, and thereupon, 
witho-.t Fear, and without Force, he w: a 3romptcd [819, wv. obs 
rained ful] PoſſeMor of the Realm. Y-t 17:zry, , (Sor of tic Eir + t 


Anjou,) naving a n{arer Righr, ch [its ee fo toe Cromn, (:: ct 


withſtanding his Father was a eSrranger, and himſc:t born LU.nond 
the Szas,) raiſed {ich rotigh Wars npon King Stepper, that titge 
ws no end of {ojing theGoods, and \piſling the Bined of t © 1: 
happy People, befides rhe Rnins and Dc formifies Of many Cris 
and Holds, until his lawful Inheritance! vu as to him aſtired, Ir te re 
rifieth me to remember how many Rourſhing Empires and j$1 © 
doms have been, by means of ſich Contentions, ether torn 1 }|.i0- 
5es with deteſtine Diviſion, or ſubdued to Foreren Princes, wer 
pretence of Afﬀiitance and Aid : And I] need mit re peat HOW C16 
this Reaim hath heretofore beer ſhaken with thete hf rai Miic\iets, 
and yet neither the Examples of orher Conrtries, nr ihe Mie, us 
Of mir OWN, are ft ficient te make us to bw pr. 


O Fng'iſh-men, wort bew:rc6:i ts nth oonſh Gali frans 116 
uviteveu 5 wds, ard reft!: fe Re ofntr rs, or nom ing © tal n 
after our own Harms : No Pcop © have more Hattoy bf 
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* none leſs Quiet at home; inother Countries the word of Invaſion 


hath been ſhaken againſt us, in our own Land the Fire of Infurre- 
&tion hath been kindled among us; and what are tneſe Innova- 
ſions, but Wher-ſtones to ſharpen the one, and Bellows to biow up 


the other. 
_ Cercainly I fear that the amo will happen unto us, which 4/4p 


fleet; to have been fallen unto the Frogs ; who being deiirous to 


have a King, a Beam was given unto then, tie hrit Fall whercot 
d:4 Pur them in ſome fear ; bur when they faw it le ſtil] in the 


Streain, thev inſul:ed thereon with great Contempt, and defircd 4 


King of quicker Courage : Then was ſent unto them a Stork, which 


ſtalking among them with {tareiy SteP3 , continually devoured them. 


The MildnefG. of Ring Richard hath Vi In us this SCorn, Interpre- 
ting it to be Cowardice, and duineſs of Nature ; the next Heir 1s 
like viſe rejected : I will not fay,that with greater Courage, we {hall 
find greater Cruelty;biit if either of theſe ſhall hereafter be able to 
ict up their S:1de, and bring ihe matter to trial by Arms, I do af: 
lay, that Which Part ſozver ſhall carry the Fortune of the 
Fieid, the Pt Ws Lot ways Mult go to wWraCk. 

And thus I have declared riy Mind concerning this Queſtion, in 
more Words than your Wiftom, yet fewer than the weight of the 
Cauſe doth require ; and do boidly conciuge, that we have neither 
Power nor Policy, either to depote King Richard, or to elect Duke 
Hesry in 1s place ; that King Richard remaineth itill our Sovereign 
Pri: Mo and therefore | it is not lawful for us to give Judgment upon 


him : Thar the Duke, whom you call King, hath more ottended 
_ againſt tne King and tae Realm, than the King hath done, either 


again!t him, or us ; for, being bariſhed the Realm for ten Years, 
ky tic King and his Council, (amongſt whom, his own Father was 
Ciner,) and ſworn not to returnn without ſpecial Lic2nſe, he hath 
not, only violated his Oath, but with -mpious Arms dilturbed. the 
Quiet of the Land, and dil (polleſſed the King from his Royal Eſtate, 
and now demandeth Judgment agiainlt his Perſon, without Ottence 
proved, or Defence heard. If this Injury, and this Perjury doth 
nothing move us, yet let both our private and common Dangers 


ſmewhat withdraw us from theſe violent Proceedings. 
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